
Medium Term Plan Year 7 Term   MODULE 3  Topic: BIG QUESTION: Is “the city” humanity’s greatest invention? 

Rationale (purpose of unit, how it fits into wider goals, why it is important to learn, what will come next) 

This module is the first time that students have an opportunity to think deeply about whether humans are being SUCCESSFUL in managing their own growth. Thus, the subject content in this 

module is broad, covering global population growth, the difference in population growth between poor and rich countries, 2 case studies of different methods in managing population 

growth, how humans are moving (migrating) to and between cities and nations, and comparing cities in developed with developing countries (London and Mexico City). Pace in this module 

will be high, as there is significant amounts of content introduced in every lesson. Therefore, developing and disseminating a knowledge organiser for this module would be helpful. This 

module will teach students that spatial patterns of human development have changed over time, and should instil in students an appreciation of the world’s interconnectedness. 

Learning objectives 

 Explain how population has grown in developed and developing countries on a 
global and national (demographic transition model) scale. 

 To explore the China One-Child policy and contrast it with Kerala’s policies to 
reduce population growth. 

 To explain why people migrate, plus exploring students’ own past migration 
journeys, or future desired migration journeys. To look at a case study of why 
people have migrated to/from the UK. 

 To explain how urban areas change in developing / developed countries, and 
contrast London to Rio de Janeiro, then look at strategies for solving urban 
problems. 

Learning outcomes 

Students will have: 

  

Assessment in this unit (where, when, what, feedback) 

 Formative: homework sheet applying the demographic transition 
model to UK, Italy, Brazil and Ethiopia 

 Formative: news article on the strengths and weaknesses of China’s 
and Kerala’s policies, then your opinion 

 Formative: comparing London to Rio de Janeiro city structure 

 Summative: end of unit assessment 

Home-Learning  
 
 
 

Key Vocabulary 
Population growth, birth rate, death rate, natural increase / 
decrease, developed country, developing country, density, 
urban, rural, demographic transition model, China One-Child 
policy, little emperor syndrome, granny police, Kerala, Burgess 
model, Hoyt model, push factors, pull factors, voluntary / forced 
migration, national / international migration, temporary / 
permanent migration, favelas, sustainability, top-down / bottom-
up strategy 

Analysis 
This is what they will do: 
Evidence of continental drift 
This is how we will assess it: 

Evaluation 
This is what they will do: 
News article on Eyjafjallajokull 
This is how we will assess it: 

Problem Solving 
This is what they will do: 
 
This is how we will assess 
it: 

Creativity 
This is what they will do: 
 
This is how we will assess it: 
 
 

# Title, Learning Objective and Skills Objective Recommended Activities and resources Skills focus and key vocabulary Assessment and home Learning 

Commented [HI1]: History: 
Industrial revolution, which is a source-focussed module 
Population boom 
 
COMMUNITIES 
 
Project: using the sources, explain how a community has 
changed 
 
They can use the geography case studies of China or Kerala, 
or a historical case study in the industrial revolution 



1 Title: How is the Earth like a bathtub? 
LO: To describe world population growth  since 1800. 
To define birth rate, death rate, and natural increase / 
decrease. To explain why developing countries are 
growing faster than developed countries. 
SO:   
 

Pattern of population growth across the 

world 

Why are poor countries growing faster? 

Birth rate 
Death rate 
Natural 
increase / 
decrease 

 

2 Title: Where does everyone live and why? 
LO:  To define population density. To describe the 
distribution of the world’s population, and of the UK’s 
population. To interpret a choropleth map of the world 
and UK population density.  
SO:   
 

Population density Link to the 
“Why is 
London 
located 
here?” 
lesson in 
module 1 
Analysis: 
listing the 
factors which 
lead to 
people living 
somewhere. 

Re-cap worksheet 1 

3 Title: Are all populations the same? 
LO: To interpret the demographic transition model. To 
interpret population pyramids. To describe different 
population pyramids. 
SO:  

Demographic transition model – apply it to 
UK, Italy, India, China, Ethiopia 

 Homework sheet applying the 
demographic transition model to 
UK, Italy, Brazil and Ethiopia 

4 Title: Is it okay to stop people from having children? 
LO: To discuss when it might and might not be 
acceptable to stop people from having children. 
SO:   
 

Can we (SHOULD WE) control population 
size? 

Debate  

5 Title:  How did the “Granny Police” help China to 
reduce it’s population? 
LO:  To locate China. To describe the main reasons that 
China introduced the One-Child policy. To describe the 
main characteristics of the One-Child policy. 
SO:   
 

China case study 1 China DTM 
and 
population 
pyramids 

 



6 Title: Is “Little Emperor syndrome” a good thing or bad 
thing? 
LO: To describe the effects of the China One-Child 
policy. To consider whether I agree or disagree with the 
China One-Child policy. 
SO:   
 

China case study 2   

7 Title: Is Kerala the most woman-friendly place on 
Earth? 
LO: To locate Kerala. To describe the main reasons that 
Kerala introduced the female empowerment policy. To 
describe the main characteristics of the policy. 
SO:   
 

Kerala case study 1 Kerala DTM 
and 
population 
pyramids 

 

8 Title: What can Kerala teach other developed nations? 
LO: To describe the effects of the Kerala female 
empowerment policy. To consider whether I agree or 
disagree with the Kerala female empowerment policy. 
SO:  To analyse and evaluate the two policies. 
 

Kerala case study 2 Analysis 
Evaluating 

Homework: opinion piece on the 
strengths and weaknesses of 
each, then your opinion. 

9 Title: What would make you move to another city? 
LO: To define the different types of migration. To 
categorise reasons into push and pull factors. 
SO:   
 

Different types of migration 
Push and pull factors 

  

10 Title: Who lives in the UK, and where do they come 
from? 
LO: To describe the migration trend to/from the UK 
over the last 100 years. To explain why people move 
to/from the UK. 
SO:   
 

Migration case study: to the UK  Homework: what is your own 
migration story? 
Or what is your desired migration 
story? 

11 Title: Why is London built like this? 
LO: To describe the Burgess model of urban 
development. To locate London. To apply it to London. 
SO:   
 

Burgess model 
Structure of London 

  

Commented [HI2]: This is the project piece 

Commented [HI3]: Put lessons 9 and 10 into year 8 SOW 
(rural-urban migration in Brazil) 



12 Title: What contrasts exist within Rio de Janeiro? 
LO: To locate Rio de Janeiro. To describe the Hoyt 
model of urban development. To apply it to Rio de 
Janeiro. 
SO:   
 

Hoyt model 
Structure of Rio de Janeiro 

Use GIS or 
aerial 
photos. 

 

13 Title: Are cities currently humanity’s worst invention? 
LO: To define sustainability. To describe the 
sustainability problems in London and Rio de Janeiro. 
Stretch: to investigate the UN Sustainability Goals. 
SO:   
 

Comparing problems in London to problems 
in Rio de Janeiro. 

 Assessed piece of work comparing 
the two 

14 Title: Will cities become humanity’s greatest 
invention? 
LO: To define top-down and bottom-up strategies. To 
describe the main strategies being used in London to 
improve sustainability. 
SO: To evaluate the top-down and bottom-up 
strategies. 
 

Top-down and bottom-up strategies to 
increase sustainability. 
One TD and one BU for London. 

  

15 Title: Will cities become humanity’s greatest 
invention? 
LO: To define top-down and bottom-up strategies. To 
describe the main strategies being used in Rio de 
Janeiro to improve sustainability. 
SO: To evaluate the top-down and bottom-up 
strategies. 
 

Top-down and bottom-up strategies to 
increase sustainability. 
One TD and one BU for Rio de Janeiro. 

  

16 Title:  
LO:  
SO:   
 

REFLECT on strengths and weaknesses, and 
revise 

 Homework: revise 

17 Title:  
LO:  
SO:   
 

End of unit assessment  Teacher to mark 

18 Title:  
LO:  

Assessment feedback   



SO:   
 

19 Title:  
LO:  
SO:   
 

X FACTOR LESSON (spare) 
- Debate: where would you rather live 

and why? London or Rio? 
- Personal migration story (where did 

you migrate from, or where would you 
like to migrate to? 

- Something current in the news: e.g. UK 
residents are now moving back to city 
living. 

  

 

 


