
Medium Term Plan Year 7 Term   MODULE 2  Topic: BIG QUESTION: How do we tame Earth’s greatest 

waterways?[HI1] 

Rationale (purpose of unit, how it fits into wider goals, why it is important to learn, what will come next) 

This module of “bread and butter” geography provides students’ first opportunity to understand a host of physical processes. Students need to develop the ability to break down a process 

in physical geography (e.g. how a waterfall is made, how a meander is made) into it’s constituent parts, understand each step, then correctly sequence each part. Like previous modules, the 

apex of this module is in exploring the intersection of human and physical geography; how can we predict flooding? How do we survive flooding? How can we work with rivers in a 

sustainable way? The concept of scale across space is ever-present again, as students need to move from the large-scale (the water cycle, the whole river), to the smaller scale (specific 

landforms in rivers). This appreciation of scale will provide the basis of the scheme within which students build their knowledge. To understand why different landforms are made in 

different parts of the river, students need to appreciate that erosion, deposition and transportation are significant to varying degrees in the upper, middle and lower courses; this dictates 

which landform is made where. So during lessons 5-9 this context should always come through strongly in teacher’s narratives. 

Learning objectives 

 Understand the water cycle, the drainage basin, and an appreciation that 
erosional and depositional processes create different landforms in different 
parts of the river 

 Explore why rivers flood, and how humans are trying to prevent river flooding 

 Understand the key differences in causes, effects, and management methods 
in developing compared to developed countries (Boscastle flood compared to 
Bangladesh flooding) 

Learning outcomes 

Students will have: 

  

Assessment in this unit (where, when, what, feedback) 

 Formative: explaining how a waterfall and meander are formed 

 Formative: article explaining how we should protect somewhere from flooding 

Home-Learning  
 
 
 

Key Vocabulary 
Evaporation, transpiration, condensation, surface run-off, 
overland flow, storage, precipitation, mouth, source, 
drainage/river basin, confluence, tributary, erosion, 
transportation, deposition, lateral and vertical erosion, energy, 
Bradshaw model, waterfall, meander, delta, gorge, plunge pool, 
slip-off slope, river cliff, social, economic, environmental, soft 
engineering, hard engineering, levees, channelization, flood-plain 
zoning, wetlands 

Analysis 
This is what they will do: 
xxx 
 
 
This is how we will assess it: 
 
 

Evaluation 
This is what they will do: 
xxx 
 
 
This is how we will assess it: 
 

Problem Solving 
This is what they will do: 
 
 
 
This is how we will assess 
it: 
 

Creativity 
This is what they will do: 
 
 
 
This is how we will assess it: 
 



 

# Title, Learning Objective and Skills Objective Recommended Activities and resources Skills focus and key 
vocabulary 

Assessment and home Learning 

1 Title: How does water rule the world? 
LO: To describe the water cycle using keywords. 
SO:  To analyse the water cycle (split it down into parts) 
 

The water cycle Evaporation, 
transpiration, 
condensation, 
surface run-off, 
overland flow, 
storage, 
precipitation, 

 

2 Title: How does a river change from the source to the 
mouth? 
LO:  To describe the features in a river basin, from 
source to mouth. To compare how the upper course 
looks different to the lower course. 
SO:  To analyse a drainage basin (split it down into parts 
and name each part) 
 

Features of a river basin, and the upper 
course, middle course and lower course 
Differences between upper, middle and 
lower course 

Source, mouth, 
tributary, 
confluence, 
meander 

 

3 Title: What work does a river do? 
LO: To define erosion, transportation and deposition. 
SO:  

Defining erosion, transportation and 
deposition 

Erosion, 
transportation, 
deposition 

Homework re-cap sheet 

4 Title: Why are there no waterfalls on the River Thames 
in London? 
LO: To describe a simple Bradshaw model. To explain 
why erosion, transportation and deposition happen 
different amounts in the upper, middle and lower 
course.  
SO:   
 

Understanding why there is more 
vertical erosion in the upper course, and 
more lateral erosion in the lower course 
Simple Bradshaw model 

Analysis  

5 Title: How is High Force waterfall created? 
LO:  To locate High Force waterfall (in Teesdale). To 
describe the main features of a waterfall. To explain 
how they are formed. 
SO: 
 

Upper course: waterfall formation Vertical erosion. Homework re-cap sheet 

6 Title: How do we explain processes in physical 
geography? 

Explaining waterfall formation 
High Force[HI2] waterfall, River Tees 

Analysis Teacher assess this piece of work 



LO: To practice explaining a key geographical process 
(formation of waterfalls). 
SO: To analyse how a waterfall is formed (exam-style 
answer) 
 

7 Title: How is the River Thames created? 
LO: To locate the River Thames. To describe the key 
processes at work in a meander. To explain how the 
amount of energy water has dictates whether it is 
eroding or depositing. 
SO:   
 

Middle course: meander formation Creativity: draw 
a meander 

Homework re-cap sheet 
 

8 Title: How do I explain processes in physical 
geography? 
LO: To practice explaining a key geographical process 
(formation of waterfalls). 
SO:  To analyse how a meander is formed (exam-style 
answer) 
 

Starter: which of these must be 
happening in order to make a meander? 
Explaining meander formation 
Meander on the River Thames (London) 

Analysis Teacher assess this piece of work 

9 Title: Why is Bangladesh underwater? 
LO: To locate Bangladesh. To describe the key features 
of a delta. To explain how a delta is formed. 
SO:   
 

Lower course: Delta formation 
Case study: Bangladesh 

Analysis  

10 Title: Why do rivers flood? 
LO: To identify what factors make river flooding more 
likely. 
SO:   
 

Why do rivers flood? 
Causes and effects 
 

Analysis 
Social, economic, 
environmental 

 

11 Title: Should humans interfere with rivers if it saves 
lives? 
LO: To define soft and hard engineering (for river flood 
management). To describe 2 methods of each, with 
advantages and disadvantages. 
SO:  To evaluate whether hard or soft engineering 
methods are better for the present, and for the future. 
 

How do humans manage flooding? Soft 
and hard engineering 

Evaluation  



12 Title: Why has Boscastle just spent £5.4 million? 
LO: To locate Boscastle. To describe the causes and 
effects of the Boscastle flood. 
SO:   
 

Case study of managing flooding: 
Boscastle flood 

Analysis: cause 
and effect 

 

13 Title: Will Bangladesh disappear if there is a huge 
flood? 
LO: To describe the main causes of continual flooding in 
Bangladesh. To do a role play and imagine what it’s like 
living there. 
SO:   
 

Case study of managing flooding: 
Bangladesh 

Evaluation 
BBC bitesize for 
information 

 

14 Title: x 
LO:  
SO:   
 

Write article: how should we protect 
Bangladesh from flooding? 

Problem solving Teacher assess this 

15 Title:  
LO:  
SO:   
 

Feedback from article about how to 
protect Bangladesh from flooding 
REFLECT on strengths and weaknesses, 
and revise 

  

16 Title:  
LO:  
SO:   
 

End of unit assessment  Teacher to mark 

17 Title:  
LO:  
SO:   
 

Assessment feedback   

18 Title:  
LO:  
SO:   
 

X FACTOR LESSON (spare): 

 Write up the CUCKMERE HAVEN 
FIELDWORK trip 

 Unreported world about 
Bangladesh 

  

 

 

 

http://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/ks3/geography/physical_processes/rivers_flooding/revision/8/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MAkz1AVZY_Y
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MAkz1AVZY_Y

