
Medium Term Plan Year 7 Term  - 4th 9 weeks     Topic Space: 19th Century Prose 

Students will study a range of challenging 19th Century texts, making links to the relevant social and historical context within which 

they were written and received.  

Learning objectives 

Students will have: 

 Developed literature skills: comprehension, analysis, linking to 
context 

Learning outcomes 

Students will have: 

 Tackled challenging texts and gained the cultural capital associated 
with the literary canon 

Assessment in this unit (where, when, what, feedback) 
 

 Literature Paper 1 style assessment (week 3) 

 Speaking and Listening assessment (week 7) 

 Language Paper 2, Section B style persuasive Writing assessment 
(week 7) 

 
 

Home-Learning  
 
Using a flipped-learning approach, 
students will come to lessons prepared, 
having read with the relevant material 
before the class learning begins. 

Key Vocabulary 
 
The Gothic 
Conventions 
Typical / atypical 
Mood 
 

Analysis 
This is what they will do: 
 
Analyse language, theme and character 
presentation 
 
 
 
This is how we will assess it: 
 
Literature Paper 1 style analytical 
essays (summative) 
 
 
 

Evaluation 
This is what they will do: 
 
Compare the two marriage proposals and 
evaluate which is better for Elizabeth 
 
 
 
This is how we will assess it: 
 
Language Paper 2, Section B style 
persuasive writing task 
(summative) 
 

Problem Solving 
This is what they will do: 
 
 
Socratic debate to discuss which suitor is a better match 
for Elizabeth 
 
 
This is how we will assess it: 
 
Speaking and Listening success criteria – 
teacher assessment and peer assessed  

Creativity 
This is what they will do: 
 
 
 
 
 
This is how we will assess it: 
 
 
Language Paper 1, Section B style 
creative writing (formative)  



 

Title, Learning 
Objective and Skills 

Objective 

Recommended Activities  Resources Skills focus and key 
vocabulary 

Preview 

Title:  Great 
Expectations extract 
 
LO: Make links between 
the text and its 
historical context 
 
Analysis of language, 
structure and form of 
the Miss Havisham 
extract 
 

Lesson 1: Historical context lesson 
Context carousel. Context team game – recreate 19th 
Century information poster from the information. 
Collate information from  
 
Lesson 2: Read the Miss Havisham extract, 

comprehension; watch clip; draw and label an image of 

Miss Havisham, using quotations to label – vocabulary 

exploration. Explain what you think has happened to 

Miss Havisham 

Lesson 3: Close language analysis, imagery, effect on 

audience – How is Miss Havisham presented in this 

extract? Use model essay to examine features of 

analysis before constructing an independent analysis 

Lesson 4: Understanding Miss Havisham; Placing Miss 

Havisham’s sorrow in the context of gender / marriage 

expectations and reality.  Can we sympathise with Miss 

Havisham? 

1. Lesson 1,2,3 &4 
powerpoints 

2. Extract of the novel 
3. Various clips (see 

hyperlinks in ppts) 
 
 
 

Linking to context: 
 
Science 
Industrial revolution 
Queen Victoria 
Poverty 
 
Vocabulary acquisition 
 
Analysis of language 
 
How empathy with a 
character is created 

Preview task: Pre-read 
the Oliver Twist 
‘Please, Sir’ extract 
and complete basic 
comprehension 
questions (these can 
be differentiated). 
Gold Star task for 
extra APs: research 5 
facts about 
workhouses 

Title: Oliver Twist 
extract 
LO:  
Understand Victorian 
social conditions  
 
Show how Dickens 
presents the 
workhouse 
 
Evaluate Oliver Twist’s 

Lesson 1: Read the “please, sir” extract. How have the 

boys come to live in the workhouse? Explain what you 

think it would be like to live in the workhouse – a day in 

the life of… 

Lesson 2: Explore the way Dickens presents life in the 
workhouse from the extract 
 
Lesson 3: Explore and analyse presentation of Oliver 

and/ or Mr Bumble and write analytical essay 

1. Lesson 1,2,3 &4 
powerpoints 

2. Oliver Twist ‘Please 
Sir’ extract 

3. ‘Oliver Twist’ Ch7 
(funeral parlour) 
extract 

4. Various clips (see 
hyperlinks in ppts) 
 
  

Research on workhouse 
conditions and rework the 
information into a different 
form 
 
Creative writing skills – 
expanding noun phrases 
 
Analysis of character, 
language and structure of 
the texts 

Preview task: Pre-read 
the Dracula extract 
and complete 
comprehension 
questions (these can 
be differentiated) 
Gold Star task for 
extra APs: research 
“The Gothic” what is it 
and its relevance in 
19th Century 



character and identity 
 

Lesson 4: Creative writing: write two pieces about the 
workhouse: one from Oliver’s point of view and one 
from Mr Bumble’s view. 
 

literature? 

Title:  Dracula extract 
3 
LO:  Identify gothic 
conventions  
 

Lesson 1: Read the Dracula extract. Use reading 

strategies (context, syntax) to work out challenging 

vocab; identify characteristics of gothic in the text – 

darkness, fear, architecture 

Lesson 2: how is the Gothic presented? Write an essay 
on the conventions of the gothic as represented in the 
text 
 
Lesson 3: Draw and label diagrams of Miss Havisham’s 
room and the outside of Dracula’s house 
 
Lesson 4: Compare presentation of the Gothic in The 
Great Expectations (Havisham) and Dracula 
 

1.Lesson 1,2,3 &4 powerpoints 
2. Dracula extract 
3.Various clips (see hyperlinks 
in ppts) 
4. Gothic cloze exercise 
5. Gothic conventions 
 

Learn new vocabulary 
Identify the 
characteristics of the 
gothic genre 

Preview task: Pre-read 
the Frankenstein 
extract and complete 
comprehension 
questions (these can 
be differentiated) 
Gold Star task for 
extra APs: research 
Mary Shelley and her 
importance as 19th 
century woman writer 

Title:  Frankenstein 
extract 
4 
LO: Write creatively 
using gothic 
conventions 
 
 

Lesson 1: Read the Frankenstein extract. Use reading 

strategies to tackle challenging vocab 

Lesson 2: Character analysis: how is Victor presented? 
 
Lesson 3: Is Victor’s creation moral or immoral? 

 
Lesson 4: Writing a creative story with Gothic features 

1.Lesson 1,2,3 &4 powerpoints 
2. Frankenstein cloze exercise 
3. Extract from the story 
4. Spellings sheet 
5. Storyboard template 
 

Sentence construction 
Challenging vocabulary 
for the genre 
Imagery appropriate 
for the form 
 

Flipped learning: Pre-
read the Pride and 
Prejudice extract and 
complete 
comprehension 
questions (these can 
be differentiated) 
Gold Star task for 
extra APs: research 
gender roles and 
expectations in early 
19th Century 

Title:  Pride and 
Prejudice (Darcy) 
extract 
5 
LO:  explore power and 
language 

Lesson 1: Jane Austen matching activity; Read the Darcy 

first proposal extract; compare characteristics of 

Elizabeth and Darcy. 

Lesson 2: Watch Darcy’s proposal clip; was Elizabeth 
right to reject Darcy’s proposal? Evaluate two responses 

1.Lesson 1,2,3 &4 powerpoints 
2. Darcy’s first and second 
proposals extracts 
3. Student answer model 

Typical / atypical  
Gender roles 
Subvert / conform 

Flipped learning: Pre-
read the Collins 
extract and complete 
comprehension 
questions (these can 
be differentiated) 



 to a question identifying analytical features; How is 
Elizabeth presented? 
Lesson 3: watch Darcy’s second proposal clip; read 
Darcy’s second proposal extract; respond to the text – 3 
prompt questions; examine the language of this 
proposal. 
Lesson 4: compare the language of the two proposals 
from Darcy; use the guidelines and prompts 

Gold Star task for 
extra APs: research 5 
facts about what 
marriage was like in 
the 19th Century 

Title: Pride and 
Prejudice (Collins) 
extract 
6 
LO: analyse writer’s 
purpose  
 
 
 

Lesson 1: Read the Collins extract. Use reading 

strategies to tackle challenging vocab; watch the clip of 

the proposal; identify why Collins is unsuitable for 

Elizabeth; explain the reasons Collins gives for marrying 

Elizabeth 

Lesson 2: Analysis of different clips of Mr Collins’ 
proposal; identify what makes Collins’ proposal 
ridiculous; how does Jane Austen make this chapter 
humorous? 
 
Lesson 3: Compare the two marriage proposals and 
evaluate which is better for Elizabeth; plan in two 
columns; write a commentary in 5 paragraphs  
comparing the two. 
 
Lesson 4: Write a persuasive letter addressed to 

Elizabeth using persuasive techniques and the features 

of formal letter writing.  

 

1.Lesson 1,2,3 &4 powerpoints 
2. copies of Collins’ proposal 
extract 
3. Improving model answer 
Matching exercise 
 

Satire 
Irony 
Sycophant 
 

Craft/ Creative 
project: Take your 
persuasive letter 
home and re-write it 
in perfect handwriting. 

7. Title:hard Times: 
Thomas Gradgrind 
 
LO:  
To examine the literary 
style used by Dickens, 
evaluating its impact 
 

 
Lesson 1: Read extract – chapter 1 of Hard Times; 
evaluate Gradgrind’s argument 
Lesson 2: read extract – chapter 2 of Hard Times; 
storyboard the events in the classroom 
Lesson 3: read extract – chapter 3 of Hard Times; draw 
and label Stone Lodge; watch the clip; explain what 
upsets Gradgrind 
Lesson 4: Read extract – chapter 5 of Hard Times; draw 

1. Lesson 1,2,3 &4 
powerpoints 

2. Copies of chapters 1,2,3 
*5 

 
 
 

Industrial revolution 
Utilitarian 
Functionality 
Social engineering 
 
 

Flipped learning: noun 
phrases and 
vocabulary building 
task to prepare for 
creative writing 
lessons  



and label an image of Coketown; write a journal entry  
about what it would be like to live in Coketown 
 
 
 
 

Title:  The Stolen 
Bacillus (HG Wells) and 
The Tell Tale Heart 
(Poe) 
8 
LO:  
To examine the 
characteristics of short 
story genre  
 

Lesson 1: read the short story ‘The Stolen Bacillus’; 
draw a storyboard of the sequence with captions 
Lesson 2: Read ‘The Tell Tale Heart’; watch the 
animation; sequence the events; complete the 
comprehension questions 
Lesson 3: revisiting gothic genre; subject – verb –object 
tasks; short/minor sentences tasks; punctuation tasks 
Lesson 4: tension identification from the text; effect of 
punctuation quiz; examining the text following a model 
 

1. Lesson 1,2,3 &4 
powerpoints 

2. Copies of short stories 
3. Storyboard template 
 

Cliff-hanger 
Dramatic intrigue 
Omniscient narrator 
 

Flipped Learning: 
prepare a list of 
ingredients for your 
gothic story: 
characters, setting(s), 
narrative plot to 
assemble in lesson 

9. Title: Creative 
writing: social class 
division and suffering 
(Dickens) 
 
LO:  
To  write creatively 
drawing on the stylistic 
methods from writers 
studied in the unit 
 

Lesson 1: plan narrative 
Lesson 2: work on vocabulary and technique 
Lesson 3: write narrative plan in a sequence and start 
the writing (Todorov narrative theory) 
Lesson 4: Complete writing and evaluate conventions in 
writing; end of unit test 
 
 
Writing a creative story with features gleaned from 
reading 

1. Lesson 1,2,3 &4 
powerpoints 

2. Ambitious gothic 
words 

3. Planning sheet 
4. End of unit test 

 

Narrative theory 
Structure 
Denouement 
 

Evaluate what 
skills and 
knowledge have 
been learnt during 
this unit, reflecting 
on your progress. 

 

 

 

 


