
Medium Term Plan Year 7 Term  3rd 9 weeks     Topic:  Modern drama: Blood Brothers 

Rationale (purpose of unit, how it fits into wider goals, why it is important to learn, what will come next) 

 

Learning objectives 

Students to develop an understanding of the drama form; to engage with 

character portrayal; to show an understanding of the relationships 

regarding social and historical features of the play; students to show how 

choices in the play can influence our feelings 

Learning outcomes 

Students will have:  produced writing to show understanding of language skills 

in the play 

 

  

Assessment in this unit (where, when, what, feedback) 
 
Compare the presentation of Mrs Johnstone and Mrs Lyons? 
Evaluate how Willy Russell presents class in the play 
Rework an additional scene to the play 
Analyse how Willy Russell creates tension in the play 
 
 

Home-Learning  
 
Weekly below 
 
 
 

Key Vocabulary 
Dramatic irony 
Tension 
Social class 
Script convention 
 

Analysis 
This is what they will do: 
 
Students will write an essay responding to the 
features in the text that create dramatic irony 
and how this impacts on the audience.  
 
 
This is how we will assess it: 
 
Students write a commentary on the dramatic 
features of the play. 

Evaluation 
This is what they will do: 
 

Students will evaluate the social, political 
and ethical issues in the play. 
 
This is how we will assess it: 
 
Students write a commentary on the 
features of social issues in the play. 

Problem Solving 
This is what they will do: 
 
Students use a template to write a series of paragraphs 
on the presentation of the main female characters. 
 
This is how we will assess it: 
 
Students plan and write a critical analysis of the 
presentation of Mrs Lyons and Mrs Johnstone. 

 
 

Creativity 
This is what they will do: 
 
Students to emulate the style of language and 
dramatic conventions of a play script, writing 
an additional scene. 
 
This is how we will assess it: 
 
Assessment of creative writing skills: content 
and organisation and technical accuracy  skills. 



 

Title, Learning 
Objective and Skills 

Objective 

Recommended Activities  Resources Skills focus and key 
vocabulary 

Preview 

Title: Context 
LO: to engage with 
social and historical 
context to the play 
 

Week 1 

Lesson1: Read background information on Willy 

Russell, Marilyn Monroe, Liverpool – the city and 

Liverpool – culture. Create thinking maps based on 

the information 

Lesson 2:Read P6-15; compare Mrs Lyons to Mrs 

Johnstone in a diagram contrasting their lives 

Lesson 3: Read P15- 24; write an additional scene 

where Mrs Lyons explains to her husband about 

the arrival of Edward, faking her pregnancy  

Rework an additional scene to the play 
 

Lesson 4: Read P24-34; contrast the language 

between Mickey and Edward – show how this 

juxtaposes their lives 

 
 
Social and historical context 
pack 
 
 
 
 
 
Character sheet: comparing Mrs 
Johnstone and Mrs Lyons 
 
 
 
 
 
Character sheet: comparing 
Eddie and Mickey 

 
Information retrieval 
Comprehension and 
reworking of 
information 
 
Superstition 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Play script 
conventions 

1. Research 
(Google) 
information 
about: 

(1) Liverpool & 
(2) Marilyn 
Monroe 

  

Title: Social class 
LO:  To analyse the 
way social class is 
presented in the play 
 
To consider how 
morality is presented 
 

Week 2 
Lesson1: Read P 34- 46; investigate the features of 

class difference now between Edward and Mickey: 

what characteristics define their values and beliefs? 

Lesson 2: Read P 46-58 (end of Act 1); review how 

Willy Russell has created tension in the first act. 

Lesson 3: Predict the next events: why have the 

Johnstones moved house? Where have they gone? 

 Class 
Society 
Manners 
Education 
Accent 
Dialect 
Vocabulary 

 
Symbol                    

2. What are the 
rules for 
setting out a 
play script? 
List these. 



What dramatic opportunities are there? 

Lesson 4: Evaluate the different values of the 
Johnstone and the Lyons families. What moral 
lessons are there here? 

Title: Relationships 
LO:   
 
To locate evidence to 
make judgements 
about how the 
audience is 
manipulated to feel 
sympathy or hostility 
towards characters 
and their lifestyles 

Week 3 
Lesson1: Read P59 – 64; write a scene about what 
happens to Sammy following the incident on the 
bus. Rework an additional scene to the play 
Lesson 2: Read P64-69; consider the different 

school life experienced by Mickey and Edward. 

Write two paragraphs explaining the contrasts.  

Lesson 3: Read P69- 77; examine the power 

relationship between Mickey and Edward. Who is 

in control? How and why has the balance shifted? 

Lesson 4: read P77- 79; investigate the characters 
of Mrs Lyons and Mrs Johnstone here. How does 
Willy Russell develop our understanding and 
sympathy for each? 

 Play script 
conventions 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

3. (1) What 
experiences 
would a 
person from 
a middle / 
upper class 
background 
have? 

(2) What 
experiences 
would a 
person from 
a lower class 
background 
have?  
Consider: 
education, 
culture, 
sport, values 
and beliefs 
 

Title:  Developing 
relationships 
LO:  
 
To gain an 
understanding of how 
power shifts and 
identity is further 
established in the play 
 

Week 4 
Lesson1: Read P 79-85; construct a diagram 

explaining the relationship between Linda, Edward 

and Mickey. 

Lesson 2: Read P85- 93; how is Linda’s pregnancy 

and Mikey’s redundancy going to affect them? 

Contrast this to Edward’s new university life. 

Lesson 3: Read P93—96; write an article about the 

robbery undertaken by Sammy and Mickey.  

  
 
Thinking Map  
 
 
 
 
 
 
Newspaper 
conventions 

  
4. Find a 

national 
newspaper. 
List the 
conventions 
that can be 
found on the 
front page. 



Lesson 4: read P96- 100; explain how the 
relationship is shifting between Linda and Mickey 
and Edward. 
 

Title:  Exploring 
dramatization 
LO:   
 
To investigate how 
tension and suspense 
is created in the play, 
impacting on the 
social issues and 
symbolic massage of 
the play. 

Week 5 
Lesson1: Read P96-108 (the end); how does Willy 

Russell create tension in a dramatic climax? 

Lesson 2: Plan: Explore how the social issues are 

presented in ‘Blood Brothers’. 

Lesson 3: Write up: Explore how the social issues 

are presented in ‘Blood Brothers’.Evaluate how 

Willy Russell presents class in the play 

Lesson 4: Who is responsible for the tragedy? – 
plan and create a diagram to chart this 

 
Key quotations – activity sheet 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Social issues 
Class 
Poverty 
Privilege 
Deprivation 
Education 
Power 
Advantage 

5. Find out the 
meaning of 
these terms, 
writing down 
definitions: 
Cultural 
hegemony;  
Dominant 
ideology; 
Cultural 
imperialism; 
Financial 
imperialism 

Title:Debates 
LO:  
 
To explore the 
different angles of the 
text, showing an 
empathy to different 
positions  
 

Week 6 
 

Lesson1: The inquest into Mickey’s death: explore 

who or what factors contribute to the tragedy.   

Lesson 2: Role play and debate / or write a 

transcript of the inquest into Mickey’s death. Start 

with a hot seating task. 

Lesson 3: Explore the role of superstition and 

education in the play; chart how this influences the 

outcomes. 

Lesson 4: How do the events in Blood Brothers 
reflect British society? 
 

 
Greek Tragedy resource – 
comparison of Greek tragedy 
conventions and Blood Brothers 

 
Role 
Superstition 
Society 
 

6. List 
superstitions 
that you are 
aware of; 
research 3 
more 
superstitions 
and find out 
why people 
believe in 
them. 

Title: Reworking the 
text 
LO:  

Week 7 
Lesson1: In pairs, design a Blood Brothers board 

game (snakes & ladders, monopoly style) – ensure 

 Conventions 
Assessment 
objectives: 

7. List 5 
questions 
about each 



To show consolidation 
of understanding 
through an alternative 
medium 
 

that Q&A in the game fit into the learning 

objectives (ie – they are focused on information 

retrieval, language/structure/form, context…) 

Lesson 2: board game manufacture 

Lesson 3: board game manufacture 

Lesson 4: students play different board games in a 
rotation 

language 
structure, form, 
context 

of the 
following in 
‘Blood 
Brothers’: 
Characters; 
Sequence of 
events; 
Language 
(the words 
and phrases 
used by 
different 
characters); 
Context 

Title: testing 
understanding 
LO:  
 
To respond 
analytically to the play 
through the writing of 
an academic essay 

Week 8 
Lesson1: see mini exam resource for next 2 weeks / 

slippage from pacing lessons above 

 Lesson 2: Plan essay on Mrs Johnstone and Mrs 
Lyons 
 

Lesson 3: Compare the presentation of Mrs 

Johnstone and Mrs Lyons? 

Lesson 4: continue mini exam question 

 In comparison 
In contrast 
Juxtaposed 
against 
 
Diametrically 
opposed to 

8. Prepare 
notes in two 
columns to 
write an 
essay about 
Mrs Lyons 
and Mrs 
Johnstone 

Title:  Focus on drama 
LO:  
 
To examine the 
tension through 
dramatic methods 
used in the play  
 

Week 9 
Lesson1: Plan writing on how tension is created in 

the play; refer to week 5 lesson 1 for information 

on the ending 

Lesson 2: 

Write up analysis task 

Analyse how Willy Russell creates tension in the 
play 

 Cliff-hanger 
Tension 
Anticipation 
Foreshadowing 
Irony 
 

9. List events 
and methods  
that create 
tension and 
suspense in 
the play to 
prepare for 
an essay on 
tension 



 

Lesson 3: essay 

Lesson 4: essay proof 

 

 


