
 Medium Term Plan Year 7 Term  2nd 9 weeks     Topic: Community: Poetry Forms 

Rationale: to appreciate the qualities of different forms of poetry across time.  

Learning objectives 

Students will have: read a selection of English poetry from the literary 

heritage. 

  

Learning outcomes 

Students will have: developed skills to identify method and purpose of poetry 

  

Assessment in this unit (where, when, what, feedback) 
 
Shakespeare and Petrarchan sonnets – analyse and compare two sonnets 
 
Rework the dramatic monologue in a different form (drama or prose) 
 
Evaluationof a moral lesson from one of the tales 

 
How is Jessie Pope guilty of misrepresenting the war ? 

Home-Learning  
 
Flip learning – preparation to advantage 
students in the classroom 
 
 
 

Key Vocabulary 
Sonnet 
Ballad 
Dramatic monologue 
Metaphysical  
Romantic 
War poetry 
apartheid 

Analysis 
This is what they will do: 
 
 
An essay on sonnets 
 
 
This is how we will assess it: 
 
1-9 scale 
 
 
 

Evaluation 
This is what they will do: 
 
 
A commentary on Chaucer’s moral purpose 
 
 
This is how we will assess it: 
 
1-9 scale 
 

Problem Solving 
This is what they will do: 
 
 
A response to different poems about WW1 
 
 
This is how we will assess it: 
 
1-9 scale 
 

Creativity 
This is what they will do: 
 
 
Write a dramatic monologue 
 
 
This is how we will assess it: 
 
1-9 scale 
 



 

Title, Learning 
Objective and Skills 

Objective 

Recommended Activities  Resources Skills focus and key 
vocabulary 

Preview 

1 Title: understanding 
sonnets 
LO: To understand 
characteristics of 
sonnets: iambic 
pentameter; rhyme 
patterns; organisation 
(sestet/couplet) 
SO:  form identification 
 

Lesson one: Learning key poetic terms needed to 

study poetry e.g. stanza, line, rhyme. 

Lesson two: Exploring features of Shakespearean 

Sonnets through reading and labelling Sonnet 130. 

Lesson two: Exploring features of Petrarchan 

sonnets through reading and labelling The New 

Colossus. 

Lesson four: Comparing the two types of sonnets 

through a comparison table. 

The New Colossus (Petrarchan)  
Sonnet 130 (Shakespeare) 

Rhyme scheme 
Iambic pentameter 
Octet 
Sestet 
Couplet 
 

Find out the 
similarities and 
differences 
between 
Shakespearean 
sonnet. 
 

2 Title: understanding 
sonnets 
LO:  To construct a 
sonnet showing 
understanding of the 
form; to use imagery 
metaphorically 
SO:  rhyme scheme 
pattern analysis for 
Petrarchan and 
Shakespeare sonnets 
 

Lesson one: Revise devices e.g. metaphors, similes 
used to create imagery in poetry. 
 
Lesson two: Read Sonnet 18 and The World is too 
much with us. Explore the imagery used by the 
poets to present nature. 
 
Lesson three: Shakespeare and Petrarchan 
sonnets analysis and comparison assessment 
 
Lesson four: Create your own Petrarchan or 
Shakespearean sonnet using the correct form. 

Sonnet 138 (Shakespeare) 
Sonnet 18 (Shakespeare)  
The World Is Too Much With Us 
(Wordsworth) 

Meter 
Sonnet 
Metaphor 
Scanning 
Rhyme scheme 

Revise 
language 
devices:  
Metaphor 
Simile 
Alliteration 
Repetition 
Personification 

3 Title: ballads 
LO:  To read and 
understand a selection 
of  ballads including  
‘The The Rime of the 
Ancient Mariner’  
SO: recognising the 
characteristics of ballad 

Narrative rhyming poetry 
Lesson 1 
Background and identification of the form and 
characteristics of a ballad. 
Reading ‘The Gresford Disaster’ and writing a 
news report 
 
 

The The Rime of the Ancient 
Mariner (Coleridge 1798) extract 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Narrative 
Ballad 
Rhyme scheme 

Look up the 
meaning of 
‘rhyming 
couplet’ and 
‘narrative 
poetry’ – 
record in 
writing 



form – transform into a 
children’s story 

Lesson 2 
Read and identify the characteristics of the ballad 
in’The Ballad of Hillsborough.’ 
Write a radio script for a news item interviewing 
relevant eye witnesses. 
 
Lesson 3 
Read the summary and extracts from ‘The Rime of 
the Ancient Mariner’ 
Watch a clip of a reading of part of the poem 
Write the next stanzas to continue the poem 
 
Lesson 4  
Write up the news or family story you have 
researched in ballad form. Copy for presentation 
and illustrate. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Reading with images 

examples for 
feedback 
 
 
 
 
 
Research a 
story (in the 
news or from 
your family) 
that could be 
turned into a 
ballad 

4 Title:  dramatic 
monologue 
LO:   Show 
understanding of a 
dramatic monologue 
form; to know how 
empathy is developed 
for the speaker 
SO:  analysing effects of 
dramatic monologue – 
first person narrative; 
dramatic devices; voice 
 

Carol Ann Duffy – creative reworking of a dramatic 
monologue – ‘Havisham’ 
 
Re-write the poem in the form of a letter, diary 
entry, newspaper report or write Miss Havisham’s 
eulogy after her death 
 
Write a dramatic monologue – either from the 
student voice or an adopted persona 
 
Optional task: recreate a ‘trial’ where Miss 
Havisham’s intended husband is questioned about 
his behaviour 

 

Havisham Interior monologue 
First person 
narrative 
Dramatic purpose 

Find out an 
example of a 
dramatic 
monologue; 
identify its 
characteristics. 

5 Title:  Chaucer 
extracts 
LO:  to show 
understanding of The 
Canterbury Tales 
project structure  (29 
pilgrims journey to 

Lesson 1: introduction to the tales and period – see 
clip and then map the information about pilgrims, 
Canterbury, the journey and competition 
 
Lesson 2: The Nun’s Priest’s Tale animation; 
storyboarding the tale; explain the moral of the story 
 

 
 
 
introduction to The Prologue 
 
Nun’s Priest: Nun's Priest info 
 

Middle English 
Moral purpose 
Anthropomorphism 
 

Find out when 
‘The 
Canterbury 
Tales’ was 
written; what 
pilgrims were 
on the 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZET9Q2RhONw
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yA2su9wy2y0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vSAKfshz1qI


Canterbury); engage 
with the pilgrims’ 
portraits; explore 1-2 
tales and their 
teachings 
SO:  analysing 
character – selecting 
information that tells 
us about 14th century 
life 
 

Lesson 3: The Wife of Bath’s Tale animation; 
storyboard / write a paragraph about the tale; explain 
the moral 
Optional task: Retell one of the tales in your own way 
 
Lesson 4 
 
Evaluation task: what message is Chaucer sending 
through the Nun’s Priest’s Tale and The Wife of Bath’s 
Tale? 
 
 
 
 

Nun's Priest's tale (first part of 
video) 
 
 
Wife of Bath: Wife of Bath 
information 
 
 
Wife of Bath animated tale 7 
minutes 
 

journey? List 
10 characters. 
Prologue:  
 
 
 
 

6 Title: Romantic 
period 
LO:   To identify 
characteristics of 
Romantic poetry; to 
explore the context of 
the end of the 18th 
century (French 
Revolution 1789; US 
War of 
Independence…)   
SO:  analysis of form 
and the link between 
the history and the 
literature 
 

Wordsworth 
Keats 
Shelley 
 
Lesson 1: Draw a map and label the landscape of 
Wordsworth’s poem about his view from 
‘Westminster Bridge’ 
 
Lesson 2: Write a modern day version of Keats’ 
‘Ode on a Grecian Urn’ 
 
Lesson 3: Exploration of imagery in ‘Ode to a 
Skylark’ 
 
Lesson 4: Analysis on one of the three Romantic 
poems studied 

Composed Upon Westminster 
Bridge (Wordsworth) 
Ode on a Grecian Urn (Keats) 
To A Skylark (Shelley) 

Nature 
Politics 
Freedom 
Emancipation 
Imagery 
 

When did the 
Romantic poets 
write? What 
was the 
content of their 
poems about? 
 
Watch this clip: 
Grecian Urn 
and social 
media in 
preparation for 
the modern 
day version 
activity 
Watch this 
clip:Skylark 
imagery in 
preparartion 
for the imagery 
task  

7 Title: World War I 
poetry 
LO:  To engage with 

Lesson 1: Sassoon 
Lesson 2: Brooke 
 

Counter-Attack (Sassoon) 
The Soldier (Brooke) 

Conscription 
The Somme 
Jingoism / 

Find the names 
of a poem 
written by 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6z6dIzSWsdA&list=PL3CH75hm28nI09NXSsBx76avDoskhbr9v
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6z6dIzSWsdA&list=PL3CH75hm28nI09NXSsBx76avDoskhbr9v
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lqSOUU29c-g
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lqSOUU29c-g
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=e3cvOm7qStk
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=e3cvOm7qStk
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lepBj-Mtl5k
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lepBj-Mtl5k
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lepBj-Mtl5k
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TIiYg8rqP28
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TIiYg8rqP28


social and historical 
context and how this 
influenced the poetry; 
to explore imagery and 
poetic method 
SO:  analysis of method 
– explaining the 
function/ purpose of 
writers’ choices 

Lesson 3: Explore information about Sassoon’s 
experiences in the war 
Lesson 4: ead and annotate the two poems 
Compare the contrasting presentations of the war 
 
 

        Optional task: 
Drama activities: narrate the events in dramatic 
form – freeze frame; dramatic reading… 

Patriotism 
/Nationalism 

Rupert Brooke, 
Siegfried 
Sassoon and 
Wilfred Owen 

8 Title: World War I 
poetry (cont) 
LO:  as above 
SO:  analysis of 
method– explaining the 
function/ purpose of 
writers’ choices 
 

Lesson 1 Owen 
Lesson 2: Pope 
Lesson 3: Problem solving: Is Jessie Pope guilty of 
misrepresenting the war?  
Lesson 4: Compare Pope and Owen’s methods 
Optional task: Jessie Pope put on trial for 
misrepresenting the war 

Dulce et Decorum Est (Owen) 
Who’s For the Game (Pope) 
 

Comparison of 
ideas and method 

Identify the 
reasons the 
poets wrote 
these works in 
response to the 
war 

9 Title: Apartheid 
poetry 
LO:  to show 
understanding of the 
way attitudes to post 
Apartheid are 
presented 
SO:  analysis of imagery 
 

Tatamkhula Afrika 
        Lesson 1: Contrast the treatment of different 
races 

 
Lesson 2: Connotations of imagery and ideas using 
double bubble maps  - conditions for black and 
white populations in South Africa 
 
Lesson 3: Create a news report (print journalism 
and/ or radio news story – consider the different 
forms) 
 
Lesson 4: Image work – select images from the 
internet to represent aspects of the poem 
 
 

Nothing’s Changed (Afrika) Apartheid 
 

Look up the 
meaning of 
Apartheid. Why 
when and 
where did this 
system 
operate? 

 

 

 



 


