
Medium Term Plan Year 7 Term  - 1st 9 weeks     Topic 1  IDENTITY: A Monster Calls; Dahl Short 

Stories 

Rationale: study of narrative; development of analytical skills to judge the pattern and qualities of fiction texts. 

Learning objectives 

Students will have: 

 Explored both short and longer texts 

Learning outcomes 

Students will have: 

 Explored different writing styles and structures 

 Analysed characters and the presentation of emotions 

Assessment in this unit (where, when, what, feedback) 
 
 

 Creative Writing assessment (week 2) – peer feedback 

 Close analysis (week 4) - Formative Assessment 

 Speaking assessment (week 8) – peer and teacher feedback 

 Literature Paper 1 style assessment (week 9) – Summative 
Assessment 
 

 
 

Home-Learning  
 
Using a flipped-learning approach, 
students will come to lessons prepared, 
having read extracts from the texts and 
have made notes to use in class 
discussions. 
 
 
 

Key Vocabulary 
 
Narrative 
Character 
Plot  
 

Analysis 
This is what they will do: 
 
How does Ness use language to present the 
monster in chapter 5? 
 
 
This is how we will assess it: 
 
Formative Assessment 

Evaluation 
This is what they will do: 
 
Literature Paper 1 style question on Connor’s 
emotions. 
 
 
This is how we will assess it: 
 
 
Summative Assessment  
 

Problem Solving 
This is what they will do: 
 
Gather information from the text to answer a big 
question and present to the class. 
 
 
This is how we will assess it: 
 
 
Peer/ self assessment 
 

Creativity 
This is what they will do: 
 
Continue the story of ‘Lamb to the Slaughter’ 
using a success criteria 
 
 
 
This is how we will assess it: 
 
 
Peer Assessment 
 
 



 

Title, Learning 
Objective and Skills 

Objective 

Recommended Activities  Resources Skills focus and key vocabulary Preview 

1. Title: Lamb to 
the Slaughter 

LO:  
To identify inference 
and deduction through 
connotation 

Lesson 1: Read the opening – How are the characters and setting 

introduced? What does Dahl tell us? What can we infer? What might 

Mr Maloney have told Mary?  

Lesson 2: Read the whole text – Choose 6 key scenes to create a 
comic strip of the story 
 
Lesson 3: How does Mary get away with murder? (How does Dahl 

use dramatic irony to create humour?) 

Lesson 4: Continue the story of ‘Lamb to the Slaughter’ using a 

success criteria 

Lamb to the 
Slaughter  
copy of the 
story 

Lesson 1: Denotations and 

Connotations  

Lesson 2: Reading skills 
 
Lesson 3: Dramatic Irony 

Lesson 4: Using Wider 
Knowledge 

Flipped learning:  
 
Gold Star task for 
extra APs: Complete 
the comic strip to a 
high standard 
 

2. Title: Parson’s 
Pleasure 

LO:   
To examine how a 
narrative is shaped and 
identify key features in 
developing a twist to 
the ending 

Lesson 1: How does – convince people to sell him their furniture for 

a low price?  

Lesson 2: Why did – plan fail? How might he have avoided this and 
still got a good deal? 
 
Lesson 3: Continue the story using a success criteria. 

Lesson 4: Peer mark stories using the success criteria and develop 
writing in response to feedback. 

Parson’s 
Pleasure 
copy of the 
story 

Lesson 1: Persuasive 

Techniques 

Lesson 2: Plot Twist 
 
Lesson 3: Using Success Criteria 

Lesson 4: Peer Assessment 
 

Flipped learning: Pre-
read Parson’s Pleasure 
and complete basic 
comprehension 
questions (these can 
be differentiated). 
 
Gold Star task for 
extra APs: What is a 
parson? Why was this 
disguise so effective? 
 

3. Title: Hitchiker 
LO:  
To examine how 
judicious vocabulary 
affects understanding 

Lesson 1: Difference between first and third person narrators. 

Compare Hitchhiker to the previous texts. 

Lesson 2: Which words and phrases make the hitchhiker seem rat-
like? How might this make the reader feel about him? 
 
Lesson 3: In pairs, use the story to create a short scene in the car. 

Lesson 4: Was the hitchhiker a hero or villain?  

Hitchhiker 
copy of the 
story 

Lesson 1: Narrator 

Lesson 2: Zoomorphism 
 
Lesson 3: Pair-work and 

Performance 

Lesson 4: Character Types 
 

Flipped learning: Pre-
read Hitchhiker and 
complete basic 
comprehension 
questions (these can 
be differentiated). 
 
Gold Star task for 
extra APs:  

http://www.classicshorts.com/stories/lamb.html
http://www.classicshorts.com/stories/lamb.html
https://peda.net/orivesi/lukio/oppiaineet/englanti/ena10-spi/short-stories/parson%27s-pleasure:file/download/f774cd784837b3c971070c8ab03525c02c1e6f5b/Roald-Dahl-Parsons-Pleasure.pdf
https://peda.net/orivesi/lukio/oppiaineet/englanti/ena10-spi/short-stories/parson%27s-pleasure:file/download/f774cd784837b3c971070c8ab03525c02c1e6f5b/Roald-Dahl-Parsons-Pleasure.pdf
http://www.netprof.pt/Ingles/PDF/TheHitchhikerb.pdf
http://www.netprof.pt/Ingles/PDF/TheHitchhikerb.pdf


4. Title:  
Introducing 
Characters 

LO:   
To develop judgements 
about characters from 
close reading  

Lesson 1: Chapter 1. What makes this an interesting opening?  

Lesson 2: Chapter 2. Gather information from the text to work out 
what is wrong with mum – and make predictions about the yew tree. 
 
Lesson 3: Starter: Flipped learning discussion. Chapters 3 and 4. Hot 

seat the characters from school – how do they feel about Connor 

and why? 

Lesson 4: Chapter 5. How does Ness use language to describe the 
monster? 

A Monster 
Calls 
 
Lesson 4 – 
quote bank 
(resources 
folder) 

Lesson 1: Opening Structure  

Lesson 2: Inference 
 
Lesson 3: Empathy 

Lesson 4: Theme and Motif 
 

Flipped learning: Pre-
read chapters 3-4 for 
lesson 3. How is 
Connor treated at 
school? 
 
Gold Star task for 
extra APs: Create a 
time-line of Connor 
and Lily’s friendship 
 

5. Title:  The 
Monster’s 
Stories 

LO:   
To identify 
characteristics of a 
specific genre 

Lesson 1: Starter: Flipped learning discussion. Explore the form, 

conventions and purpose of myth, fairy tales and fables.  

Lesson 2: Reading lesson. Read chapters 7-9. Pause after chapter 8 
to discuss and make predictions about how the first tale will end. 
Reflect after chapter 9. 
 
Lesson 3: What are the key points of the first tale? Create 

storyboard/performance/tableaux. 

Lesson 4: What was the message of the first tale? Use quotes to 
support response. 

A Monster 
Calls 
 
Lesson 4 – 
quote bank 
(resources 
folder) 

Lesson 1: Context 

Lesson 2: Genre Expectations 
 
Lesson 3: Summarising Key 

Information 

Lesson 4: Supporting with 
quotes 
 

Flipped learning: Pre-
read chapter 6. Why is 
Connor angry at 
Grandma? 
 
Gold Star task for 
extra APs: Research 
the tradition of oral 
storytelling. 

6. Title: 
Expressing 
Emotions 

LO:  
 
To work out patterns 
and make predictions in 
character development 
and plot 

Lesson 1: Starter: Flipped learning discussion. Chapter 12. What is 

Grandma’s house like? Why does Connor feel unwelcome? 

Lesson 2: Chapter 13 (+ 14 to page 119). As the class read, pupils 
take turns at the front to perform Connor and Dad’s dialog. Pause 
throughout to get feedback/ask questions. 
 
Lesson 3: Chapter 14. How does Ness use language to convey 

Connor’s emotions? 

Lesson 4: Reading lesson. Read chapters 15-17. Pause after chapter 
15 to discuss who was in the wrong and why. Make predictions 
about what Grandma will do after chapter 17.  

A Monster 
Calls 

Lesson 1: Description and 

Setting 

Lesson 2: Dialog and 
Characterisation 
 
Lesson 3: Show Don’t Tell and 

Onomatopoeia 

Lesson 4: Morality 
 

Flipped learning: Pre-
read chapters 10-11. 
How does Connor feel 
about his father’s 
visit? 
 
Gold Star task for 
extra APs: Research 
the five stages of grief. 
 

7. Title: 
Understanding 
Connor 

Lesson 1: Starter: Flipped learning discussion. Chapters 20 and 21. 

Gather information from the text to work out what is going to 

happen to mum – and make predictions about why the monster has 

A Monster 
Calls 
 

Lesson 1: Withholding 

Information  

Flipped learning: Pre-
read chapters 18-19. 
Why is Connor 



LO:  
 
To develop an 
understanding of 
imagery through 
dramatization of a text 

come. 

Lesson 2: Chapters 22 and 23. Class debate- Was the monster really 
in the canteen? Use quotes to support arguments. 
 
Lesson 3: Chapter 24. Why does Connor want to be punished? Look 

for clues throughout the text so far. 

Lesson 4: Chapters 25 and 26. In pairs, pupils dramatize the 
conversation between Connor and mum. Vary the expression of 
emotions from 1-10 to explore effect on the audience. 
 

Lesson 3 – 
quote bank 
(resources 
folder) 

Lesson 2: Debating Skills 
 
Lesson 3: Whole Text Analysis 

Lesson 4: Delivery and Impact 
 

relieved to see Harry? 
 
Gold Star task for 
extra APs: Research 
holistic medicine. 
 

8. Title:   
The Truth 

LO:  
 
To make comparisons 
between two ideas in 
the text 
 
To show  understanding 
of the meaning of the 
text at a symbolic level   
 

Lesson 1: Starter: Flipped learning discussion. Chapter 28. Use 

quote from the text to draw and label diagrams of the two monsters 

– Explore how they are presented differently. 

Lesson 2: Reading lesson. Read chapter 29-end. Discuss the 
emotions that the reader experiences during the final section. 
 
Lesson 3: Gather information from the text to answer a big question, 

i.e. What was Connor’s truth? How does the monster heal Connor? 

What is the message of the story? 

Lesson 4: Use the work from the previous lesson to produce a 
written piece to explain the big question. 
 

A Monster 
Calls 

Lesson 1: Imagery 

Lesson 2: Effect on the Reader 
 
Lesson 3: Writer’s Purpose 

Lesson 4: Presenting Ideas and 
Information 
 

Flipped learning: Pre-
read chapter 27. Why 
does the monster 
want to heal Connor?  
 
 

9. Title:  
LO:  
 
To practise and exam 
style response to the 
text, engaging in the 
skills developed over 
the unit 

 

Lesson 1: Assessment prep – work through a practice question and 

extract as a class. 

Lesson 2: Assessment prep – build relevant quote banks for use in 
the assessment 
 
Lesson 3: Assessment – Literature Paper 1 style question on 

Connor’s emotions. 

Lesson 4: Mock Custody Battle- Who should Connor live with, 
Grandma or Dad?   

A Monster 
Calls 

Lesson 1: Annotating Extracts 

Lesson 2: Skim reading 
 
Lesson 3: Assessment  

Lesson 4: Expanding the 
narrative 
 

Flipped learning: Pre-
read  
 
 

 


