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TEACHING & L E A R N I N G
HIGHLIGHTS

Teachers in all subjects have continued to 

focus on adapting tasks within lessons so 

that all pupils can achieve the challenging 

learning goals.

Teachers use strategies to engage all pupils 

in the learning dialogue, and use good model 

answers and supportive scaffolding of tasks 

to allow all to reach their potential.

TALA Careers 

Fair!!!!

Jack Petchey Winners

Congratulations to our Jack Petchey winners, Karen (year 7), Maliq

(year 9) and Aslam (year 11). 

Shakespeare Workshop

Jessica Aquilina (actress who played Fergie on the Netflix series The 

Crown) came in and hosted a Shakespeare workshop with our 

students. 

Reading Buddies 

We welcomed a local primary school to our Library this term to work 

with our reading buddies, it was a worthwhile experience for all. 

Drama Trip 

Year 8, 9 and 10 attended the Unicorn Theatre to see Pig Heart Boy; 

they had a fantastic day and taught them valuable acting skills. 

Brilliant Club Graduates 

Congratulations to our students who graduated from the Brilliant  

club programme, focusing on cryptic biodiversity and climate 

change. 

Children's Mental Health Week is an annual initiative that raises 

awareness about the importance of mental well-being in young 

people. This year's theme, "Know Yourself, Grow Yourself,"

encouraged students to develop self-awareness and 

understand their emotions. As a school, we marked the week 

by hosting assemblies focused on mental health and dedicating 

our PSHE lessons to exploring self-awareness. Through 

discussions and activities, students reflected on their emotions, 

strengths, and personal growth, reinforcing the importance of 

looking after their mental well-being. 

Here are some ways you can support their development:

Encourage Reflection ïEncourage your child to identify strengths. 

Praise Effort, Not just Results ïReinforce the idea that mistakes are 

learning opportunities. 

Teach Emotional Regulation ïHelp your child recognise their 

emotions and encourage them to talk about how they are feeling.

Model a Growth MindsetïUse positive and encouraging language. 

Set Small, Achievable Goals ïSet personal goals with your child and 

praise them when achieved. 

Key Dates:
Thurs 27th Feb-Year 8 Parentsô Evening

Fri 28th Feb-óMacbethô performance at Unicorn Theatre, 

London

Thurs 6th March-Year 9 Parentsô Evening

Weds 12th March- Science Fair

Thurs13th March- Year 9 Options Evening

Thurs 20th March ïYear 11 Parentsô Evening

Tues 1st April and Thurs 3rd April- Academy Days

Reminders: 

Being prepared is vital to succeed at school, please 

ensure your child has the correct equipment. The 

equipment list can be found in the planner on page 22. A 

pack containing all required items can be purchased on 

ParentPay for £1.50. 

This half-term really has flown by, how are we half way through the academic year already?!

The Celebration Assemblies, for the first time ever opened up to parents to attend, were a lovely way to 

start this half term ïthank you so much to parents that came along and supported us in celebrating our 

studentsô achievements. Weôll start next half term with more celebrations and certificates, and the next 

opportunity for parents to join us will be after Easter ïdo come along if you can (weôll circulate details 
towards the end of the next half term).

Lots of highlights this half term including: sporting victories; musical and drama performances; well 

attended Parents Evenings; numerous visits from local primary school pupils; workshops, trips and 

special assemblies. The favourite event for many students was our Careers Fair at the very end of 

January. All students had the opportunity to speak to people from a wide variety of employment areas, 

and also interact with various further and higher education providers. More on that event, and many 
others, in this Newsletter.

Thanks as always for your support ïenjoy this edition of our Newsletter, and have a wonderful half-term 
break.



ISSUE

DEPARTMENT 
HIGHLIGHTCAREERS  

TALA Values Award 

EXTRA 
CURRICULAR 

HOUSES 

Team Maths 
This term has been an exciting one in the Maths Department, 

with students across all year groups engaging in inspiring 

units of work that build confidence, teamwork, and real-world 

problem-solving skills.

Key Stage 3 students have been exploring sequences and 

graphs, helping them see the connections between maths 

and everyday situationsðfrom tracking trends to planning 

journeys. Meanwhile, Key Stage 4 has been mastering 

fractions, ratio, and percentages, essential skills for financial 

literacy and practical decision-making. Our Year 11 students 

have been working hard preparing for their final mock GCSE 

exams, refining their mathematical thinking and exam 

techniques.

Year 7 have particularly enjoyed using Mangahigh, an 

interactive game platform that makes learning maths fun and 

engaging. Many students have also celebrated success by 

securing spots on the SPARX homework completion and 

XP leader boards, showcasing their dedication and 

Well done to all!

The best way to 

make dreams come 

true is to wake up. 

Learn numbers, colours 

and types of food in a 

different language. 

House Competition Update! 

The House competition is heating up! Malala

continues to lead with the most achievement

points, but Attenborough and Jemison are not far 

behindðevery point counts!

In attendance, Malala is also on top with 94.17%, 

followed closely by Attenborough and Jemison. 

Well done to all Houses for their improvements!

Keep earning points, attending every day, and 

representing your House with pride. Who will win 

next half term? Stay tuned.

#TeamTALA

Football News 
Year 7 have played 2 fixtures this term, beating 

Meridian 8-2 and losing to Riddlesdoown 7-0. 

Year 10 lost to Harris Crystal Palace 3-2 and drew 

with Thomas More 3-3. 

Well done to both teams! 

Music News 
Our Brass band and Harp ensemble continue to 

make great progress, during their group sessions, 

we canôt wait to hear them perform at our next 

school event. 

Check out our extra-curricular clubs on page 

6 of our newsletter! 

Weôve had an exciting term filled with career-focused 

activities and opportunities for our students. We 

recently hosted a Careers Fair for all year groups, 

allowing students to explore various career pathways 

and engage with professionals from different 

industries. Year 10 students attended an 

Apprenticeship Roadshow, gaining valuable insights 

into apprenticeship opportunities, while Year 9 

students participated in an informative webinar about 

apprenticeships and T-levels to help them make 

informed decisions about their future. Our weekly 

Career Spotlight in TALA News continues to inspire 

students by showcasing diverse professions and 

pathways. Additionally, students have been meeting 

regularly with our dedicated Careers Advisor for 

personalised guidance, ensuring they feel supported 

as they navigate their career journeys.
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TALA 

Book Suggest ion

Reading St ra tegyLibrary  moni tor  
comment  

Loan Data 

Upcoming Events

LGBTQ+ History Month - February
Pancake Day - March 4th

World Book Day - March 7th

LƴǘŜǊƴŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ ²ƻƳŜƴΩǎ 5ŀȅ -
March 8th

International Day of Achievers -
March 24th

Pop by the library to see what 
exciting things we have in store!

Look how many book loans have been 
made since September!

Year 7 ï247
Year 8 ï87
Year 9 ï119
Year 10 ï29
Year 11 - 4

A Series of Unfortunate 
Events

Lemony Snicket
ñNever trust anyone who has not brought a book 

with them.ò

ϦLΩǾŜ ǊŜŀƭƭȅ ŜƴƧƻȅŜŘ ǳǎƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ƭƛōǊŀǊȅ ǘƘƛǎ ƘŀƭŦ 
ǘŜǊƳΗ L ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ǊŜŀƭƛǎŜ Ƙƻǿ Ƴŀƴȅ ŘƛŦŦŜǊŜƴǘ 
types of books there were until I started 
ŎƻƳƛƴƎΦ LΩǾŜ ŘƛǎŎƻǾŜǊŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ L ǊŜŀƭƭȅ ƭƛƪŜ 

comedies and historical fiction ςǘƘŜȅΩǊŜ ōƻǘƘ 
ǎƻ Ŧǳƴ ŀƴŘ ƛƴǘŜǊŜǎǘƛƴƎΦ LΩǾŜ ŀƭǎƻ ōŜŜƴ ǳǎƛƴƎ 

the library as a quiet place to do my 
ƘƻƳŜǿƻǊƪΣ ŀƴŘ ƛǘΩǎ ōŜŜƴ ƘŜƭǇŦǳƭ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ 

there are computers and revision guides to 
ƘŜƭǇ ƳŜ ƻǳǘΦ LǘΩǎ ŀ ƎǊŜŀǘ ǎǇŀŎŜ ǘƻ ŦƻŎǳǎΣ ŀƴŘ L 
look forward to spending more time there!"

(Imran, y7)

Can you work out the anagram? 

Astronomer

Word games are a brilliant way to 
help build vocabulary and 
conversations. With some children 
experiencing a 30 million word gap 
by the age of 5, it is essential we find 
ways to improve our vocabulary. So 
dust down the Scrabble set and 
download Wordle!
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News in 

Picture

Itôs wonderful seeing our students working hard in 

their lessons and engaging with their learning. 

Year 8,9 & 10 went to see Pig 

Heart Boy at the Unicorn 

Theatre. 

Our TALA wellbeing garden 

continues to grow and support 

students with their mental health. 

. 

Congratulations to our students who 

graduated from the Brilliant Club at 

Reading University! 

Our reading buddies welcomed 

Gonville primary school into our 

TALA library. 
Year 10s visited the National Portrait 

Gallery 

Year 7 enjoyed their Jack Petchey trip to 

Oxygen trampoline Park. WELL DONE to 

Karen for winning the award! 



ISSUE

TALA 

Careers 

Fair!

Careers fair was in full swing, giving students the opportunity to 

think about their futures. 


