
 

The Church (Christian place of worship): 

• The altar: a table where the bread and wine are 

blessed during the Eucharist. 

• The lectern: a stand where the Bible is read 

from. 

• The pulpit: where the priest delivers sermons. 

• A crucifix: a cross with Jesus on. 

• Stained glass windows: often have pictures of 

bible stories or religious teachings. 

 

 
The Mosque (Muslim place of worship): 

 Qiblah wall: wall in the mosque that faces Mecca 

(the holiest city for Muslims). 

 Mihrab: the alcove in the Qiblah wall which is 

where the imam stands.  

 Minbar: it is the pulpit in the mosque where the 

imam stands to deliver sermons. 

 Minaret: the tower from which the call for 

prayer is called. 

 

The Vihara (Buddhist temple): 

 The Shrine room: most important part of the Vihara. People meditate before the shrine. 

 The Dharma Wheel: The eight spoked wheel represents the 8 fold path – the 8 

principles that Buddhists live by.  

 Prayer wheel: for some Buddhists prayers are written around a cylinder because they 

are spread out to bless everyone around. 

 Prayer Flags: Prayer are written on colourful flags. These are hung outside so that the 

wind can take the blessings and spread them. 

 Bell: Used to show the start and finish of worship. 

 

The Synagogue (Jewish place of worship): 

 The Ark: a cupboard where the Torah Scrolls (their holy book) are kept. 

 The 10 commandments are written up above the ark. 

 The Eternal Light: hangs above the ark. The light is always burning as a symbol of God’s 

presence.  

 The bimah: a raised platform where the Torah is read. 

 

 

Space: Places of 

Worship 

The Mandir (Hindu place of worship): 

 Mandir bell: worshipers ring to announce their 

arrival to God. 

 Om symbol: said at the beginning and end of 

prayer. 

 Murti: the shrine inside the mandir. 

 Puja: worship done in a Mandir 
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